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The UWA Landscape Architecture Program prepares students to help resolve the environmental 

and social challenges of the 21st century through the application of “design thinking” by instilling 

the theoretical and technical knowledge base of landscape architecture together with the necessary 

analytical and creative skills required to meet these challenges. 

The Program also fosters an in-depth, research-based education in the cultural, theoretical and 

physical attributes of landscapes with particular focus on issues pertinent to Western Australia and 

emerging economies in the region.



Goals & Objectives

 

Our objective is to prepare our graduates with a comprehensive education covering all of the global 

competencies associated with the practice of landscape architecture with a particular focus on 

experience gained through addressing local examples and issues.

These issues include matters such as;

• developing a broad understanding of our natural and cultural heritage as a basis from which we can 

make decisions that will help positively shape our future.

• pro-actively planning for the signifi cant projected and aging population increases over the next 40 

plus years.

• recognising the associated threats to biodiversity and our special relationship to one of twenty fi ve 

biodiversity hotspots on the planet.

• addressing the impact of global warming on coastal-based settlement in a predominantly arid 

environment.

• understanding the threats posed by bushfi re especially on peri-urban settlements and the methods 

that can be employed to offset this threat.

• recognizing the implications associated with the combined effect of diminishing rainfall and  

underground water resources.

• addressing the challenges posed by the need to reassess our historic settlement patterns so as to 

meet sustainability objectives necessary to assure a positive future.

• addressing the environmental impact and social issues arising from contemporary mining practices.

• actively contributing to the positive impact that landscape architects can have in dealing with the 

urban heat island effect.

• acknowledging the manner in which we can learn from the traditional owners of our lands and waters 

and how this may be engaged with and potentially applied not only in the context of gaining a better 

understanding of the environment, social and spiritual contexts  within which we live, but also of the 

other cultures with whom we share this place.

   



Simon Anderson | Winthrop Professor | Head of School | Dean



Tony Blackwell | Winthrop Professor | Discipline Chair

2013 saw the Landscape Architecture Course at UWA reach its 20th year milestone, a signifi cant occasion in a world grappling 

with the dilemmas of climate change, post global fi nancial crisis economic rationalism, diminishing potable water resources and the 

ongoing issue of widespread social inequity.

Western Australia is geographically isolated yet profoundly connected to the old and new landscapes of this world. The uniqueness 

of its natural and cultural landscapes are highlighted and celebrated within the Course and form the basis to the process of inquiry 

required to understand this place and how to interpret landscapes outside Western Australia.

 

Throughout these twenty years, the Faculty has continued to cultivate graduates that have a strong ability to grasp conceptual, 

theoretical and practical concepts of design theory and practice as they apply to real world situations. Many graduates from the 

course fi nd work outside Western Australia, including other Australian cities and regional areas, Europe, United Kingdom, United 

States of America and more recently in Singapore, China and our other Asian neighbours as the Nation’s economic links to these 

areas continue to grow.

This year’s catalogue provides an edited overview of the work undertaken over both semesters, including students in the honours 

stream. In addition I would like to highlight some of the higher level of academic work currently being undertaken by Landscape 

Architecture students at the Doctorate level.

The profession of Landscape Architecture is arguably facing a period of renaissance, with the processes, methodologies and level of 

inquiry particular to the discipline fi nding an ever increasing relevance to the formulation of collective solutions regarding the environ-

ment, social, economic and cultural systems of our world.

 

It is within this context that students graduating from the Program at the University of Western Australia fi nd themselves equipped to 

engage in the level of discussions required at the theoretical, conceptual and practical levels, whether that be independently or on 

multi-disciplinary projects, further cementing them as professionals and future leaders with a global environmental outlook.



8IDEA1040 | Techniques of Visualisation | Sem 1 2013 | Coordinator: Jennie Offi cer | student work: Xin Lan Xie



9student work | Xin Lan Xie



10LACH2000 | Landscape Architecture Studio 2 | Sem 1 2013 | Fremantle, Perth | Coordinator: Vanessa Margetts, Jeremy Macmath | student work: Frankie Shaw



11student work | Frankie Shaw



12student work | Shian TanLACH2000 | Landscape Architecture Studio 2 | Sem 1 2013 | Fremantle, Perth | Coordinator: Vanessa Margetts, Jeremy Macmath



13student work | Diana Avery



14LACH2001 | Landscape Architecture Studio 3 | Sem 2 2013 | Whitby, Greater Perth | Coordinator: Sara Padgett Kjaersgaard | student work:Theo Valentine



15student work | Theo Valentine



16LACH2001 | Landscape Architecture Studio 3 | Sem 2 2013 | Whitby, Greater Perth | Coordinator: Sara Padgett Kjaersgaard | student work: Mitch Ledger



17student work | Mitch Ledger



18LACH2001 | Landscape Architecture Studio 3 | Sem 2 2013 | Whitby, Greater Perth | Coordinator: Sara Padgett Kjaersgaard | student work: Kevin Vezzutti



19student work | Kevin Vezzutti



20LACH2001 | Landscape Architecture Studio 3 | Sem 2 2013 | Whitby, Greater Perth | Coordinator: Sara Padgett Kjaersgaard | student work: Frankie Shaw



21student work | Frankie Shaw



22LACH3320 | Culture of Nature | Sem 2 2013 | Coordinator: Tinka Sack | student work: Marika Parany



23student work | Marika Parany



24LACH3320 | Culture of Nature | Sem 2 2013 | Coordinator: Tinka Sack | student work | Nina Zheleva



25student work | Sam Harry



26LACH3302 | The Garden Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Canberra, Australia | Coordinator: Christopher Vernon | student work: Claire Greenhill



27student work | Claire Greenhill



28LACH3302 | The Garden Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Canberra, Australia | Coordinator: Christopher Vernon | student work | Effi e Cooke



29student work | Sam Harry



30LACH3302 | The Garden Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Canberra, Australia | Coordinator: Christopher Vernon | student work: Sam Harry



31student work | Sam Harry



32LACH3302 | The Garden Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Canberra, Australia | Coordinator: Christopher Vernon | student work: Sam Harry



33student work | Sam Harry



34LACH4401 | Detail Studio | Sem 1 2013 | Cottesloe, Perth | Coordinator: Alexandra Farrington, Alex Fossilo | student work: Caine Holdsworth



35student work | Caine Holdsworth



36LACH4401 | Detail Studio | Sem 1 2013 | Cottesloe, Perth | Coordinator: Alexandra Farrington, Alex Fossilo | student work: Rosie Halsmith



37student work | Rosie Halsmith



38LACH4401 | Detail Studio | Sem 1 2013 | Cottesloe, Perth | Coordinator: Alexandra Farrington, Alex Fossilo | student work: Susan Stevens



39student work | Susan Stevens



40LACH4402 | Option Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Beverley, Western Australian Wheatbelt | Coordinator: Grant Revell | student work: Hamish Firth



41student work | Hamish Firth



42LACH4402 | Option Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Beverley, Western Australian Wheatbelt | Coordinator: Grant Revell | student work: Hamish Firth



43student work | Hamish Firth



44LACH4402 | Option Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Beverley, Western Australian Wheatbelt | Coordinator: Grant Revell | student work: Hamish Firth



45student work | Hamish Firth



46LACH4402 | Option Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Beverley, Western Australian Wheatbelt | Coordinator: Grant Revell | student work: Louis Van Rooyen



47student work | Louis Van Rooyen 



48LACH4402 | Option Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Beverley, Western Australian Wheatbelt | Coordinator: Grant Revell | student work: Louis Van Rooyen



49student work | Louis Van Rooyen 



50LACH4402 | Option Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Beverley, Western Australian Wheatbelt | Coordinator: Grant Revell | student work: Michael Alderman



51student work | Michael Alderman



52LACH4402 | Option Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Beverley, Western Australian Wheatbelt | Coordinator: Grant Revell | student work: Michael Alderman



53student work | Michael Alderman



54LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | White Gum Valley, Perth | Supervisor: Tinka Sack | student work: Pip Munckton



55

In today’s urban context we are faced with signifi cant global challenges relating to population growth and growing pressures on 

our environment. To address these challenges, our cities will increasingly be submitted to programs of urban reform, The major 

challenge our cities must overcome in this century is attempting to keep suburban sprawl in check while ensuring that strategies are 

put in place for urban infi ll in our greyfi eld suburbs. This especially applies to Perth, an already sprawling city with abundant greyfi eld 

suburbs. One such suburb, White Gum Valley, is the focus of this honours project.

Greyfi eld areas are usually found in ‘the middle ring’, between 5km and 25km from the city centre. They are relatively well serviced 

by existing transport, amenity and employment. As they are “aging, occupied residential tracts of suburbs that are physically, 

technologically and environmentally obsolescent and which represent economically outdated, failing or under-capitalised real estate 

assets”, they provide signifi cant opportunity for development.  

The theoretical framework that this design by research project works within is landscape infrastructure. This is a sub¬category of 

landscape urbanism, an approach that emphasises the landscape of the city over more traditional methods of organisation. This 

approach to urban design, from a landscape perspective, allows the city to be seen through a lens where the suburban condition 

can be understood in terms of its context, infrastructure and the “spaces in between.” There is then the opportuninty to test how 

this approach might allow us to completely re-imagine the existing suburban condition in the context of White Gum Valley. This 

includes re-imagining how greyfi eld suburbs can creatively adapt for an increasing population. 

The hypothesis of this project is that, through a strategic approach to design, a framework can be created for the future 

development of our greyfi eld suburbs that is predominantly infl uenced by an extensive understanding of the landscape. Using 

landscape infrastructure as a model to realistically and meaningfully engage with the complexities of a site, this framework should 

support an enhanced public landscape system that forms the necessary connective tissue of a growing community.

PATCHWORK | INFRASTRUCTURE: re-imagining our (sub)urban condition | Pip Munckton

student work | Pip Munckton



56LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | White Gum Valley, Perth | Supervisor: Tinka Sack | student work: Pip Munckton



57student work | Pip Munckton



58LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | White Gum Valley, Perth | Supervisor: Tinka Sack | student work: Pip Munckton



59student work | Pip Munckton



60LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | White Gum Valley, Perth | Supervisor: Tinka Sack | student work: Pip Munckton



61student work | Pip Munckton



62LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | White Gum Valley, Perth | Supervisor: Tinka Sack | student work: Pip Munckton



63student work | Pip Munckton



64LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | White Gum Valley, Perth | Supervisor: Tinka Sack | student work: Pip Munckton



65student work | Pip Munckton



66LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | Murchinson Settlement, Mid West, Western Australia | Supervisor: Grant Revell | student work: Rob Grandison



67

Walking Murchison is a walking trail network located in the Shire of Murchison in the Mid West of Western Australia. Designed 

to expose travellers to some of the 78 different landsystems that generate the outback’s unique character, the trail links the the 

Murchison Settlement with the Murchison Radio Observatory (MRO) - the site of the Australian Square Kilometre Array Pathfi nder 

(ASKAP) radio telescope.

The settlement is located in Western Australia’s Mid West, approximately 300km north east of Geraldton, within the Shire of 

Murchison. The Murchison region is roughly the size of the Netherlands with a resident population of around 120 people and a 

population density of around one person for every 350 square kilometres.

Pastoral history in the Shire of Murchison can be traced to the 1870’s when Frank Wittenoom and his brother took up land at 

Yuin Station and explored north on horseback. A strong equine association persists to the present day with races and polocrosse 

tournaments highlights of the yearly calendar. 

The WA State Government began acquiring land in Murchison between 1999 and 2004 to “incorporate important bioregions into the 

conservation estate and develop tourism as a means of revitalising a traditionally low profi le and economically depressed region.”1 

This project aims to build on this initiative.

The main directive of the project explores a 75km, fi ve night outback pilgrimage designed to direct travellers through the oldest 

landscape on Earth linking signifi cant cultural historic sites both pastoral and indigenous before arriving at the MRO. Secondly, 

an appropriate campsite design to facilitate the management of the Murchison Settlement’s uncommon visitation pattern. The 

Settlement sees relatively few visitors for the majority of the time but for a few occasions throughout the year these numbers balloon 

to 300 for a weekend. Events such as the annual Polocrosse tournament draw visitors from around the state while the Murchison 

Astro-fest hosts guests speakers from around the globe. Finally, an extensive Shire-wide network of trails providing an authentic 

tourist experience that draws on, and celebrates the distinctive cultural and environmental resources of the region.

1.Roy Jones Michael Hughes, ‘From Productivism to Multi-Functionality in the Gascoyne – Murchison Rangelands of Western Australia’, The Rangeland Journal, 32 (2010), 175 - 85.

Walking Murchinson | Rob Grandison

student work | Rob Grandison



68LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | Murchinson Settlement, Mid West, Western Australia | Supervisor: Grant Revell | student work: Rob Grandison



69student work | Rob Grandison



70LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | Murchinson Settlement, Mid West, Western Australia | Supervisor: Grant Revell | student work: Rob Grandison



71student work | Rob Grandison



72LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | Murchinson Settlement, Mid West, Western Australia | Supervisor: Grant Revell | student work: Rob Grandison



73student work | Rob Grandison



74LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | Murchinson Settlement, Mid West, Western Australia | Supervisor: Grant Revell | student work: Rob Grandison



75student work | Rob Grandison



76LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Design | Sem 2 2013 | Murchinson Settlement, Mid West, Western Australia | Supervisor: Grant Revell | student work: Rob Grandison



77LACH4402 | Independent Honours by Dissertation | Sem 2 2013 | Supervisor: Grant Revell | student work: Rosemary Halsmith

Throughout history, as cultural markers shifted, so too did the way in which the individual perceived the urban landscape. 

Perception changed, shifting in emphasis from the auditory to the visual. Sound and the Urban Landscape explores these shifts and 

transformations in perception, considering their infl uence on implementation in the urban landscape. The development of the city 

as infl uenced by developments in perception has resulted in an urban landscape which is primarily designed with and for the visual.  

The replacement of an auditory focus in the city in a contemporary, visually-centric context is be suggested to speculate upon the 

potential benefi ts of a multi-sensory awareness in the contemporary city.  

Sound and the Urban Landscape considers opportunities for moving beyond the current visual emphasis in perception. These 

opportunities are explored and refl ected upon through a consideration of the re-emphasis of the auditory in the contemporary city.

Sound and the Urban Landscape: A re-frame of the auditory city | Rosemary Halsmith



78Doctor of Philosophy | Simon Kilbane

This research-by-design PhD attempts to spatially articulate national biodiversity conservation and policy targets through 

increasing protected area representation and maximising ecological connectivity. The idea of a National Green Network is 

more than habitat restoration to protect the Australian gene pool against climate change. As well as protecting biodiversity 

the system has other synergistic benefi ts. It creates recreational greenways and cultural corridors that can be related to 

indigenous culture. Through agro forestry such a system sequesters carbon and could help regional landscapes deal 

with salinity and water security. This new green infrastructure is proposed across the full suite of Australia’s existing 

land-uses, explored from continental to local scales, highlighting the complexity in attempting to articulate policy targets for 

biodiversity protection. It explores the nexus between Landscape Ecology and Landscape Architecture and is an exploration 

of the potentials of these two disciplines to maximise ecological and cultural resilience in a changing world’.

Green Infrastructure: Planning a national green network for Australia | Simon Kilbane

Student | Simon Kilbane | simonkilbane@gmail.com

Supervisors | Richard Weller, Richard Hobbs



79Kilbane, S 2013, ‘Green Infrastructure: Planning a national green network for Australia’, Journal of Landscape Architecture, vol. 8, no. 1, pp. 71



80Doctor of Philosophy | Ailsa Grieve

This research stands at the nexus of a cultural collaborative and conciliatory approach to landscape in following 

an Indigenous pathway, the Caterpillar Dreaming, through Perth City, some 3000km’s to the greater desert regions. The 

project looks at what it means to be working, walking and representing the West Australian landscape through the lens of 

the Caterpillar, considering the collaborative distance between Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal, the distance between historic 

pasts and distances of landscape.  The project uses the practices of Art-Walking, concilatory theory, and phenomenology to 

facilitate a respectful diologic process with these distances, and a mapping of the Caterpillar pathway.

A Contemporary Pilgrimage: Following cultural landscapes of distance through the practice of Art-Walking 

Student | Ailsa Grieve | ailsa.gps@gmail.com

Supervisors | Grant Revell



81student work | Ailsa Grieve



82Doctor of Philosophy | Nawaf Alhajaj

With 3.4 million people Jeddah is Saudi Arabia’s second largest city. According to the World Health Organisation 36.5 per 

cent of Saudi Arabians are obese and this is particularly so in the car dominated city of Jeddah. Currently, the amount of 

POS provided in Jeddah is less than 2 m2 per person and less than 1 m2 per person in more than half of Jeddah’s planned 

residential districts. This provision is less than the World Health Organization’s recommendation of 9 m2 per person. 

Presently in Jeddah there is virtually no passive, active or pedestrian friendly public space. 

Therefore, this research presents research concerning ways of increasing the provision of POS in Jeddah. The research 

develops three urban design scenarios. The urban design scenario that emerges from the research is intended to be both 

practical and culturally appropriate. The research seeks to demonstrate ways in which landscape architects can improve the 

physical and ecological health of contemporary Saudi Arabian cities.

New Forms of Public Open Space in the City of Jeddah: Urban Design Scenarios for increasing the provision of

POS to enhance the Urban Health of a rapidly growing Saudi Arabian Metropolis.

Student | Nawaf Alhajaj | alhajaj_nawaf@yahoo.com

Supervisors | Richard Weller, Nigel Westbrook



83student work | Nawaf Alhajaj



84Doctor of Philosophy | Sara Padgett Kjaersgaard

Can a revaluation of the peri-urban landscape meet the current demands for suburban growth whilst increasing the 

provisioning services of this zone for the city? Perth is one of the most isolated cities in the world and the site of Australia’s 

fastest growing urban population. By 2056, the population is expected to increase from 1.6 million to 3,2 million people, with 

planning policies directing 53% of this growth to new greenfi eld development in the peri-urban zone of the city (ABS 2012). 

The peri-urban defi es simple categorisation, neither exclusively urban, suburban nor rural, but something comprised of 

all these conditions whilst constantly been created and recreated by the processes of urbanisation. The transformation 

of this territory responds to both resistances and continuities within the urban fi eld, creating occlusions and temporary or 

permanent points of interruption in the fl ows across the edge of the city. 

This research explores the application of landscape architectural design as a tool for uncovering and communicating the 

embedded and intrinsic values of the peri-urban. It utilises speculative design methodologies and scenario planning to 

develop new techniques to map, interpret and encapsulate the edge.  By carefully studying the peri-urban condition, with 

respect to its complexities and richness, this research reveals its diverse socio-ecological and cultural qualities. These 

qualities projected against the current model for city expansion positions the peri-urban as a valuable hybridised landscape 

type that could yield important new development typologies whilst functioning as a symbiotic fi lter for future growth of the 

city at its edges. 

.

Learning from the Edge: reimaging Perth’s peri-urban landscape

Student | Sara Padgett Kjaersgaard | sarapadgett@hotmail.com

Supervisors | Richard Weller, Nigel Westbrook, Julian Bolleter



85photos | Sara Padgett Kjaersgaard | Aerial imagery: Google Earth (accessed March 23 2012)



86Doctor of Philosophy | Josephine Neldner

This research explores the role of design research to develop the vision of water sensitive cities in Australia.  It investigates 

how Landscape architecture can expand on what water sensitive cities could mean on poetic as well as pragmatic levels. 

Reconsidering the connections between how we design cities and how we use water is ultimately its aim.

On a fundamental level water sensitive urban design seeks to reinstate a balance between natural hydrological systems 

and human engineered ones. Now water sensitive urban design has grown to encompass a whole-of-city vision, encapsu-

lated by the idea of a ‘water sensitive city,’ but is does so based on its attention to the system of stormwater.  This research 

argues that a realisation of these ambitions must engage with and challenge the underlying reasons why a desensitised re-

lationship to water exists in urban environments and demonstrates how the discipline of landscape architecture can provide 

tools to do this.

Where to for water sensitivity? The role of landscape architectural design research in achieving water sensitive

cities in Australia?

Student | Josephine Neldner | josephine.neldner@gmail.com

Supervisors | Richard Weller, Carolyn Oldham, Geoffrey London



87student work | Josephine Neldner



88Doctor of Philosophy | Paul Verity

The ability to adapt residential lifestyle to environmental fl ux, population growth and resource scarcity while maintaining 

economic growth and prosperity through innovation and environmental rejuvenation of the region are now central to all 

design professions. These challenges will reshape the spatial and physical form of residential environments in Australia and 

challenge the cultural and social norms that currently constitute modern suburban living. 

This thesis examines the potential for Landscape Architecture to integrate emerging environmental parameters into 

residential environments. The overarching aim being to positively reinforcing the relationships between urban metabolism and 

endemic regional systems through the transfer, up cycling and redistribution of resources locally and to the region. Emerging 

environmental parameters drawn from areas of health, food, water, waste, energy, and transportation form the basis for the 

construction of a series of design parameters. The parameters (design rules) represent a form of maximize sustainability in 

each fi eld. These ideal, hypothetical, sustainability parameters are applied to conventional, contemporary suburban site to 

force its morphology into different confi gurations. The resultant new forms are then measured and compared to the orthodox 

original. This process enables an empirical and critical examination of ‘sustainability’ in relation to suburban development. 

By initially isolating individual parameters, the thesis can identify the complexity and latent contradictions that are often 

concealed in the discourse and practice of sustainability. The design process involves analysing both the benefi cial and 

adverse aspects of the interaction of various parameters, ultimately enabling their construction together with an urban and 

social program, to create potentially new ‘sustainable’ residential models.

.

Sustainable Suburbia? Testing emerging environmental parameters in contemporary suburban Australia

Student | Paul Verity | ptverity@yahoo.com.au

Supervisors | Tinka Sack



89student work | Paul Verity
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out and about in 2013...



92LACH3302 | The Garden Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Canberra, Australia | photos: Claire Greenhill



93LACH3302 | The Garden Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Canberra, Australia | photos: William Ho



94PARKing Day in collaboration with the City Of Perth and the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects (AILA) | William Street | Perth CBD | photos: Tony Blackwell



95Council of Educators in Landscape Architecture (CELA) National Conference | Austin, Texas, United States of America 

PhD Candidates: Gerard Siero, Josephine Neldner, Simon Kilbane, Sara Padgett Kjaersgaard | photos: Sara Padgett Kjaersgaard | Kevin Thompson



96LACH4402 | Option Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Beverley, West Australian Wheatbelt | photos: Grant Revell



97LACH4402 | Option Studio | Sem 2 2013 | Beverley, West Australian Wheatbelt | photo: Grant Revell
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Richard Weller, Adjunct Professor

Dr Helen Whitbread, Adjunct Senior Lecturer 

Jeremy Flynn, Adjunct Lecturer
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Jennie Offi cer, Associate Professor

Nigel Westbrook, Associate Professor

Kate Hislop, Associate Professor

Lee Syminton, Assistant Professor
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